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eunuchs called for their sedan-chairs. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing could
not persuade them to stay longer and went with them to the
gate. When he returned he gave orders for the candles to be
lighted and sat down again with Uncle Wu, Ying Po-chiieh
and Master W£n. He sent boys to bring Clerk Fu, Clerk Kan>
Han Tao-kuo, Pen IV, Ts'ui P6n and Ch'Sn Ching-chi. Then
he bade the actors perform the play of the Jade Ring which-
they had played the day before.
"The eunuchs do not understand these southern plays/* he
said to Ying Po-chueh. "If I had realised that I would not
have asked them to stay."
"Brother/' Ying Po-chueh said, "they did not appreciate
the compliment you were paying them. Eunuchs are very
ignorant. They like such things as the story of Lan-kuan,
simple tales, folk songs and all that sort of thing, but the
higher forms of art, compositions of a really great order, are
completely beyond them,"
The music began and the actors played that part of the
Jade Ring which had not been finished the day before. Hsi-
mdn Ch'ing called for good wine to be brought.
Ying Po-chtieh, sitting at Hsi-mSn's table, asked if the three
singing-girls were still there. "Why don't you send for them
and make them serve the wine?" he said. But Hsi-m6n said:
"You must be dreaming. They have been gone a long time."
"Then they only stayed a day or two," Po-chtieh said.
"Silver Maid was here longest," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told him.
It was the third night-watch before the party broke up.
The play was finished. Hsi-men asked Uncle Wu to come
early the following day to welcome the guests for him. Then
he gave the actors four taels of silver and dismissed them.
The next day. Major Chou, General Ching, Captain Chang
of the militia, and Magistrate Hsia came with other officers
to make their offering to the dead lady. They made a reverence
before the coffin and someone was appointed to read their
panegyric. Hsi-men Ch'ing offered them refreshment. Li
Ming and the other three young actors were in attendance.
It was about noon when the offerings, were brought. Uncle
Wu, Ying Po-chueh and Master Wen stood at the gate to
welcome the officers. They came in and changed their clothes
in the great hall. Then the offerings of food were set out, and

